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AccusaTion and DEFENCE. 


— —— — —— 
LETTER I. 
Dear Child, Ne 
Doubt not but you will be ſomewhat 
ſurprized at my ſending this Letter af- 
ter ſuch an extraordinary Manner; but 
one Article in your laſt has ſo alarmed 
me, that unwilling to wait the Delays of 


the Poſt, I have ſent John herewith, who has 
promiſed the utmoſt Expedition, and to de- 


liver it into your own Hands, 

Methinks I ſee you redden already, as 

conſcious to your ſelf that you never of- 
A 2 tended 
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fended me willingly: No, my Dear, fo far 
from offending, you have charmed me with 
your Ingenuity and Sincerity; Concern and 
Paternal Fondneſs are the Occaſion of this 


Letter, not Diſpleaſure or Pique, as you 


may probabl:: imagine. 


Toundeceive you at once; for I am as ea- 

er to tell, as you are to learn the Cauſe of 
Fi Emotion; Know, Child, that among 
ather Things in your Letter, you tell me 
you are to be made a Free- Maſon next Week: 
This, my Dear, is the Occaſion of all my 
Concern ; This the Reaſon why the Bearer 
brings you this with ſuch unuſtiat Haſte, 
while I wait your Anſwer with the utmoſt 
Expectation. 1 „ 


Now will you fay to your ſelf, what is 
come to my Father? He never before in- 


terfered with my Pleaſures ; nor have I ta- 


ken any but the moſt Lawful and Innocent. 
True, my Child, you are the Pride of my 
Age, and the Pleaſure of my Heart. I know 
the Generoſity of your Temper too well 
ro curb or reſtrain you; nor ſhall you e- 
ver find in me the Sourneſs and Auſterity of 
ſome Fathers; but, on the contrary, the ]. 
fame Candour and Familiarity which J 


hope have already too much endeared 


me to you, to make you (light, or take 
a miſs, any Thing I ſhall think fit to object 
againſt your preſent Umertaking. | 
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And firſt, give me leave to ask you, 
*whether there is Any Tu or Nothin 
in this Aﬀair of Maſonry ? If Any Thing 
it is neceſſary to enquire whether it be 
Good or Evil; if Good, why thus clouded 
and concealed? If Evil, why "way 1.03 2 If - 
there be nothing in it, why do they 
' magnify and cry it up to ſuch a Degree??? 
Why is the airy Phantom ſo gaudily 
drefs'd? And to what purpoſe is this pre- 
tended Privacy, theſe Signs, theſe Whiſ⸗ 
pers, this Cant and Juggle, bat ro gull 
and ſnare the credulous and inquiſitive, 
and feaſt themſelves at the Expence of 
their fooliſh Proſelytes, palliating their 
former Follies by the yet greater Fooleries 
of others? e oy 


Is it contrary to divine or human 
Laws, that they are afraid to own their 
Practices? That their Myſteries or Orgyes 
are performed in ſuch remote Places 
with ſuch Privacy and Watchfulneſs? 
Or is the whole Affair ſo ſilly, they are 
heartily aſhamed of it, and therefore a- 
gree, one and all, to draw in their Friends 
and Acquaintance to become as errant Aſſes 

as themſelves ? 


The Government muſt be the better or 
the worſe for theſe Meetings and Combi- 
nations, If it is the better, we have good 
Neaſon to imagine that they who have ſo 
magnified and wire-drawn the Subject, would 
„ | not 


not fail to let us know. wherein they were 
Fer iceable to Church or State, had they the 
leaſt Handle or Prerencdee.. 
Does it make them better Chriſtians, bet- 
tter Subjects, better Friends? Do they acquĩt 
the Duties of Father, Husband, or Child, 
with more Delicacy than the reſt of Man- 
kind? Are they better or wiſer Magiſtrates, 
fairer Dealers, or have they better Cha- 
racters than other Men? If in all theſe 
they do not excel their Fellow ·˖ Creatures, 
their pretended Orders and Diſtinctions are 
either to no Purpoſe at all, or to very bad 


* 


Purpoſes. 


But this Devil Curioſity is the Fiend 
which leads ſo many Headlong into this 
No Myſtery. This is the only Excuſe they 
plead for running themſelves implicitly into 
an Affair, the Conſequences of which they 
cannot foreſee, becauſe the whole Matter is 
kept 4 Secret till they have actually en- 
liſted themfelves, and cannot get off their 
Bargain. Curioſity is a noble, a manly 
Virtue, when it leads to laudable At- 
tempts and generous Enterprizes, when it 
fires Our Minds with aDefire of Knowledge, 
and a Thirſt after Truth; but when we have 
an itching to know Things Immaterial and 
Impertinent, it is a childiſh and effeminate 
Vice: Any Fool may incite our Curioſity, 
give us Uncaſineſs, and lead us in the Dark 
at Pleaſure, 11 5 21 | 
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(8) 
Your Mother and Siſters have wept. in- 
Eeflantly ever ſince the Receipt of your Let» 
ter, and here is as much Lamentation in the 
Country, as if you were actually under 
Sentence of Death. Indeed, I cannot 


x Fg. RON 
n 1 £9 e ny My — e 
8 g ” ” 
* 7 4 ths . bo 
P 
* 
= 


| | ay, that I was ever ſo concern'd at ar 
| thing in my Life. Miſs Kzty vows ſhe will 
1 die before ſhe will have a Free-Maſon, 1 


125 ſaw her ſo incens d in my Life. If 
en you value my Eſteem, the Love of 
your Mother and Siſters, and have any 


Hopes of being happy with that dear Crea- 
1 ture I have ſo long wiſh'd to be yours, I 
; conjure you, run not headlong into this. 
4 Error, but diſengage yourſelf on any Terms; 
nay, tho you have given your Word; for 
Promiſes made to ſuch Wretches are of no 


1 Force, eſpecially when a Father commands 
Ne contrary. Your Compliance with this 
Requeſt, will ever endear you to me; but 
a contumacious Neglect of my Commands, 
may probably let you ſee more Reſentment 
than ever you thought to ſind, from 


N Tour Affectionate Father, &c. 
N. B. The Poſtcript being upon Frivate Af 
fairs, as Remittance of Money, c. 
we thought it needleſs to be in- 
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LETTER II. 


1 
J Receiv'd yours with inexpreſſible Joy, and 
read it with as great Surprize. Jobn, 
who was an Eye-Witneſs, can better inform 
ou of its Effects. I never was ſo alarm'd 
n my Life; for, indeed, I never received 
. fuch a Letter from you before. I am ſorry 
I ſhould give any Occaſion for ſo warm an 
Admonition, but muſt plead in my own 
Excuſe, that I wrote that Particular with» 
out any Thoughts of its meeting with fo 
ſevere a Conſtruction. But, as you are fo 
candid to mix your Anger with Sweetneſs 
and Complaiſance, and have ſo far condeſ- 
cended, as to give me your Reaſons why 
you would not have me be a Free- Maſon, I 
was much more charm'd with ſo generous 
a Condeſcenſion in a Father, who need but 
Command, whoſe Paternal Tenderneſs has 
made Duty a Pleaſure, and rivetted a grate- 
ful Eſteem ſa faſt in my Soul, char nothing, 
no not ill Uſage itſelf, ſhall ever efface it. 


In Compliance, therefore, to your Com- 
mands, I promiſe you, Sir, that 1 will nor 
advance one Step fanher in this Affair with- 
out your Conſent and Approbation; but fo 
well am I aſſured of your Impartiality, that 
I]. do not utterly deſpair of obtaining your 
1 2 | | | pPermiilion 
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permiſſion to proceed in this Affair, not- 
withſtanding, at preſent, you are ſo preju- 
diced againſt it. | 


Nor have I proceeded. fo far, but that I 
can, with all the Eaſe imaginable, diſengage 
myſelf. It is not my own ſeeking, but the 
particular Intreaty of ſome, my very good 
Friends, who have brought this Affair on 
the Carper. | | 


Sir Thoma. is Maſter of a Lodge, 
the Members of which, he aſſures me, are 
all Gentlemen of Honour and Fortune, and 
their Behaviour the moſt innocent in Life ; 
they are under the ſevereſt Reſtrictions ; 
nor is it lefs than Expulſion, for any Mem- 
der to be guilty of obſcene or blaſphemous 
Diſcourſes; ſo far from being ludicrous 
in their Converſation, that, on the contrary, 


the moſt ſolid and ſublime Subjects are 


there diſcuſſed for general Improvement. 
They have in their Lodge ſeveral Gentle- 
men, Sons of Art, each very eminent in 
his Profeſſion : Thefe Gentlemen, ar the 
Command of the Maſter, are obliged to 
read a Lecture upon whatſoever Topic he 
thall direct. This gives the Brethren of the 
Lodge an Inſight into all Arts and Sciences, 
and furniſhes them with a Competency of 
Univerfal Knowledge, fo neceſſary and 


commendable in a Gentleman; but, of all 


Arts, none are more amply explained than 
Geometry, the Mother and Touch-ſtone of 
all other Sciences. The Free-Maſons have, 
OY 


„„ = 
for many Ages, been Maſters of the greateſt 
Secrets in that Noble Science; and, if L 


may rely on a Gentleman in whom is cen- 
tred all that is nicely Honourable, I dare 


affirm, that many Arcana in Geometry 


are confin'd only to that Fraternity, who 
are ſo cautious leſt they ſhould diſcover 
them to any unworthy Perſon, that a Man 
muſt be a long while among them before 
he is truſted with the intrinſic Secrets. of 
Maſonry. N 


If, therefore, the Converſation of good 
and honeſt Men, the friendly Communica- 
tion of Knowledge, and the united Endea- 

vours of a whole Body of Men tor the Pro- 
motion of uſeful Learning, is prejudicial ? 
then is Maſonry prejudicial; then ought 
Maſons to be expelFd Civil Society, and ba- 
niſh'd the Realm ; but if, on the contrary, 
a Converſation the moſt innocent and in- 
ſtructive, a Brotherly Love the moſt amia- 
ble and humane, and, in a Word, an uni- 
verſal Benevolence to all Mankind, and an. 
implicit Obedience to the Eſtabliſ®d Con- 
ſtitutions of Church and State, are commend- 
able, then is Maſonry commendable, then are 
Maſons to be eſteem'd good Chriſtians, good 
Subjects, and good Friends, and merit the 
good Opinion of all Honourable and Im- 
partial Men. | 


It is very hard, the Free- Maſons mult 
therefore be thought guilty of All the Com- 
mon people lay to their Charge, becauſe 

B 2 : they 


( 12 ) 
they have but a bare Negative in their De- 


fence ; but as they know their Innocence, 
they laugh at the ungenerous Imputations 


thought Conjurers, and what not, than to 
be cajo ed out of their Secrets, and make 2 
Sacrifice of rheir Myſtery to the Clamour of 
the Pop ulace. 


That the Ladies are a little jealous of the 
Fraternity is natural, from their Innate Curt- 
oſity, by reaſon the Myſteries of Mafonry are 
ſecluded from that Sex; but ſo far are Ma- 
ſons from ſlighting that agreeable Part of 
the Creation, that, I fear, too many of the 
Brotherhood love em but too well. But 
that my Dear Kitty, who is next you and 
my moſt Honour'd Mother, the Centre and 
Object of my future Happineſs, that ſhe, T 
fay, ſhould have ſo little Regard to all my 
Vows, to all my Sufferings, as to be alarm'd 
at ſuch a Trifle, is what ſurprizes and ſhocks 

me; and, though I love her almoſt to Diſ- 
traction, I would not give way to her Hu. 
mour in this Particular, tho' it colt me 
many a bitter Pang. But if you, Sir, for- 
bid, I ſhall implicitly ſubmit. Your Will 
ſhall be my Law; for I would ſacrifice not 
uy Maſonry, but Life itſelf to fo good a 


+. 
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of the Vulgar, and chuſe rather to be 


LETTER III. 


Dear Child, 3 
am extremely pleaſed my Letter came 
1 time enough to prevent your intended 
Inſtirution; and tho? to you it may ſeem a 


it appcars no leſs momentous than the very 
Critis of your future Proſperity. 


You have, my Dear, given me a very 
alluring Character of Maſonry, but it is all 
upon Truſt, nor have you experienced one, 
Particular ; you 'muſt therefore excuſe me 


Matter of little or no Moment, yet to me 


a 


if 1 do not altogether believe it: Not but 


Sir Thomas bears a pretty good Cha- 
racter; but he is a great Senſualiſt, a Man 
of Indolence and Pleaſure ; and that may 


appear excuſable in his Conduct, which in 


yours would meet with a Conſtruction 
much more ſevere ; his Fortune is large, 
and he has no Employment ; Pleaſure there- 
fore is the Buſineſs of ſuch Men, Extrava- 

ance in them is but an elegant Way of 
Fiviog, and Libertiniſm is but Affability. 
Bur conſider, my Son, you are to cultivate 
your Fortune and Endowments ; from you 
much is expected, and the Eyes of all your 
Friends are upon you; my Hopes are cen- 
red in you; and your good or bad 8 
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duct will make my remaining Thread, of 
Life happy or otherwiſe. Sir Thomas, not- 
withſtanding his great Fortune, will, in the 
End, go out like the Snuff of a Candle; he 
will leave this World without doing any 
Good, or, probably, much Hurt ; for why, 
he has nothing to do but ſpend his Money; 
the World has no farther Uſe for him, but 


as he fills up the Number of Invalids, who 


help to deyour the Fruits of the Earth; and 
he has no other Bulineſs here, but to take 
his Pleaſure, to run his Race, go off the 
Stage, and be forgot. 1 


But you, my Child, ought to have nobler 
Views; the Men of Pleaſure are but as Rep- 
tiles; tis the Men of Buſineſs, are Men in- 
deed; and ſuch a one would 1 have you: 1 
hope one Day to ſee whole Crowds of ſuch 
Animals thruſt aſide, to make Way for you, 
while you aſcend the Seat of Juſtice, and ar- 
bitrate the Lives and Fortunes of the leſs 
ſignificant Vulgar. | 


This is an Ambition ſo natural to a 
thinking Man, thar I ſhall not apologize for 
it in the leaſt; but, on the contrary, ex- 
pect the like from you. What is a Man 
without Ambition? Hope at leaſt, and en- 
deavour to deferve, Fortune may one Day 
crown Merit and repay Induſtry. Let theſe 
Reflections therefore, my dear Child, ſti- 
mulate in you the ſtrongeſt Deſire after 
Honour; without which Motive all Arts 
and Sciences would dic, and an univerſal 

| | Indo- 


fdolence would poſſeſs all Mankind; and 

where there is this noble Emulation and 
Thirſt after Honour, there is no Room for 
Trifles; of which Maſonry is not the leaſt: 
A Man truly intent on his Studies, ought 
to avoid all Allurements which may alienate 
his Affections, or ſtop him iu his Purſuit of 
Preferment : Buſineſs ought to be the Plea- 
ſure of Men of Buſineſs, as Pleaſure is the 
Buſineſs of the Men of Pleaſure; and, be- 
lieve me, he who does not take Pleaſure in 
his Buſineſs, had better follow no Buſineſs 
at all, but be a Man of Pleaſure at once. 


No will you ſay this is very hard upon 
Men of Buſineſs, that they muſt take no 
Pleaſure. Muſt Men of Pleaſure then have 
the only Enjoyment of this Life, and the 
bitter Draught be only for the active Part 
of Mankind? To this I anſwer, that 
Pleaſure is not more or leſs ſo for the 
Common Acceptation of the Word, but as 
it is more or leſs agreeable to irs Object. 
I am the beſt Judge of what is plea» 
fant or unpleaſant ro me, therefore that 
which pleaſes me is my Pleaſure. I may 
take as much Pleaſure in an active Life 
as another may in a Life of Indolence and 
Senfual Enjoyments. When therefore a 
Man has a Deſire to riſe in the World, 
all the Steps taken in ſuch a Purſuit, ſo far 
as they contribute to the intended View, 
ſo far may they be called Parts of the Plea- 
lure in Proſpect, . | 
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If therefore you would be my Pleafure, 
ter Buſineſs be yours; you are paſt a School 
Boy now, and ftand in no need of Holi- 
days, and for Acquaintance, the fewer you 
have the better, till there is a Neceſſity 
for your publick Appearance: You are yet 
a Student, Books are your beſt Companions; 
th e time may come when you would ſtudy 
if you could; therefore now is the Time 
to lay the Foundation of future Greatneſs, 
now is the Time to improve the Mind and 
poliſh the Genius: All Avocations from 
Study, any other than proper Relaxations, 
are hurtful : Nay, to an induſtrious Mind, 
one Study is a proper Relaxation from 
another. If you want to learn Geometry, 
or any other Part of the Mathematicks, 
there are, I doubt not, able Maſters in 


London, Who can teach you much more 


than you can learn at any Club of Free- 
Maſons ; and now I have been led to men- 


tion it, if it will not interfere with your 


other Studies, I would have you learn the 
Mathematicks of ſome good and able Ma- 
ſter; the beſt is beſt cheap; be lure go to 


the Fountain Head; the Mathematicks 


will help you in every Thing; Mathe- 
matical Demonſtration being the ultimate 


Determiner of all Things. 


The Character I would have you acquire 
in the World, is that of an ingenious ſober 


Man; this will make you be taken Notice 


of by thoſe in whole Power it is to ſerve 
you; 


TWH# 
you; and ſo long as you maintain that Cha- 
racter, you need not fear Succeſs ; the So- 
ber and Ingenious muſt be employ'd, while 
the Sot, tho he is ever ſo ingenious, is 
not to be truſted; Men of Pleaſure indeed 
drink with him, and help him ſpend his 
Money, yet they ſeldom or never help him 
to get any. 


I would therefore have you lay theſe 
Thoughts of Maſonry intirely aſide; for un- 
leſs you aſſign better Reaſons than you did 
in your laſt, I ſhall never be induced to 
give my Conſent for your being a Maſon. 
You have, indeed, given me an oſtentatious 
Deſcription, which you only had by Hear- 
ſay; you know nothing of their ſo- much 
ſuſpected Privacies and ſecret Tranſactions, 
and glad am I you do not. You are how- 
ever become a notable Champion for the 
Free- Maſons, and have drawn out your De- 
fence in Form ; yet have not anſwer'd one 
ſingle Aſſertion of mine, as, by a Re-peruſal 
of my Firſt you will find. You tell me Sir 
Thomas is a Man of Honour and Fortune: 
That he is a Man of Fortune, I allow; but 
that he is a Man of Honour, I diſpute. He 
is a Free- Maſon, we know not whether the 
ſecret Tranſactions of Maſons are honoura- 
ble; therefore you cannot put an Affirma- 
tive to his being a Man of Honour, becaule 
he is a Member of that Body of Men whote 
Honour is ſtill under Suſpicion and unde- 
termined, 5, 3 
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( 18) | 


You are ſurprized that your Mother and 


Siſters, and, above all, your dear Kitty, ſnould 


be ſo alarm'd. Why ſhould they not? 
when they heard you were going to incor- 
porate yourſelf with a Set of Men who are 
ſtrongly ſuſpected to bear no great Good-will 


to the Fair Sex: Was it not enough to a- 


larm em, I ſay, when they fear'd to loſe 
vou, as a Son, a Brother, a Husband ? for 
what elſe could they expect, when you 
were running headlong to herd yourſelf 
with thoſe Men? Ceſar put away his Wife 
for being but ſuſpected, and ſhall you, my 
Dear, become a Member of a Body thus 
ſuſpected? I am, indeed, fo charitable to 
believe, that ſome People carry this Impu- 
ration tO a greater Severity than they need, 
for 1 hope all that is ſaid on this Head is 
not true; Heav'n forbid it ſhould ; and yet 
we can neither contradict or affirm; it is 


beſt known to themſelves, whether they are 


guilty or not; if they are are not guilty, 
they would do well to acquit themſelves of 
{o foul an Imputation. 


What your Free-Maſons in London may 
de I know not, but we have ſeveral of 


the Fraternity here in the Country, who 


are the very Scum and Dregs of the 
Common People, idle, indigent Wretches, 
the Scandal of humane Society; the Free- 
Maſon: Our Way are the greateſt Repro- 
bates on Earth; nothing is more ſcanda- 
$2ys among us than they, inſomuch that we 
| 5 — think 


* 9 
think to preſent them the next Quarter- 
Seſſions, 10 | 


And fo cheap is this Myſtery here, that 
any Man may be made a Maſon for a Dozen 
of Beer ; for the Lucre of which, a Set of 
idle rattling Fellows run up and down the 
Country to make Proſelytes ; and no ſoon- 
er have they got a poor Fellow among 'em, 
bur they preſently fuck him dry, for they 
never leave him, while he has a Penny left. 
The Good Wives hereabouts conclude them- 

ſelves ruin'd the Moment their Husbands 
become Free- Maſons ; they are ſure never to 
have any Good of them afterwards ; for 
this Maſonry makes em the verieſt Spend- 
thrifts in Life. To make up a Lodge, as 
they call it, or any ſuch nonſenſical Cabal, 
they will leave their moſt momentous Af- 
fairs; inſomuch, that No- body here cares to 
employ them. "If 


In a word, to make the heſt of a bad 
Matter, the + moſt favourable Opinion I 
have of this Affair, is, that it is calculated 
for Sots and Gluttons, utterly unfit for 
Men of Buſineſs and Contemplation. The 
Vintners, and Victuallers, and Glovers, if 
they were not the firſt Inventors, yet they 
reap all the Profits; it is a Lure to entice 
Fools and Spendthrifts to bring Griſt to 
their Mills; and When it becomes exploded 
or out of Faſhion, they will be the only 
—— 1 I do not blame —_ -> 
being Maſons, or for crying up Maſonry ; but 
| GS ſhould 
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ſhould be very ſorry they ſhouid do it at 
the Expence of your Fortune, Health, and 
Reputation. 


Nur Aſfectionate Father, &c. 


P. S. Don't make a Paper War of this; 
yet if you can fer aſide any of my Argu- 
ments, I ſhall not be angry, for I had ra- 
ther convince than conſtrain you into a 
Compliance; but if you cannot get your 
Friends the Free- Maſons to truſt you with a 
Bill of Fare, you are on the wrong Side of 
the Hedge, and muſt come over at laſt. 
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S IX, N 
Am glad you are not angry at my im- 
1 pertinent Expoſtulation ; but you chargd 
ſo home upon the Free- Maſons, that common 
Humanity obliged me to vindicate the In- 
jur'd. Surely, Sir, you mult be ſtrongly 
incens'd againſt theſe Men, to be fo warm 
in your Accuſation as to admit of no Ne- 
gative in their Defence. You draw the 
ſtrongeſt Inferences from every Conjecture 
imaginable, ſo that tis impoſlible to con- 


tend with you, for you are ſure to be too 
hard for me; and no doubt but thoſe 


Wretches you mention, thoſe ſtrolling Fee- 


Maſons in the Country, have given you a 
very abject Opinion of Maſonry ; but I aſ- 
| ſure you, Sir, it is quite otherwiſe here; 
Gentlemen of the beſt Faſhion, nay, Men 
of the firſt Quality, do Honour to this Or- 
der ; they have among 'em the very Top 
Profeſſors of all Arts and Sciences, Clergy- 
men and Dignitaries of the Church, Officers 
of the Army, and Gentlemen in Places of 
high Truſt; ſo that, I humbly conceive, 
were there any thing in Maſonry prejudicial 
to Church or State, theſe Gentlemen would 
doubtleſs diſcover it; and as for the re- 
more and very ſevere Imputation you hint 
= | at, 
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1 
at, I have tax'd Sir Thomas with it, who, 
upon the Honour of a Gentleman, the Word 
of a Friend, the Oath of a Chriſtian, and 
all the moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations imagin- 
able, has afſur'd me, that tacit Reflection 


upon the Free-Maſons is injurious to the laſt 


Degree. 


No, Sir, had I the leaſt Suſpicion of any 
thing ſo vile in Maſonry, I would never 
be its Advocate; Sir Thomas knows my 
Complexion too well to propoſe it ro me, 
were there any thing in it injurious to the 
dear darling Sex ; as for him, he is a Wo- 
man's Man every Inch, and would blow the 
whole Fraternity, I am ſure, had he the 
leaſt Suſpicion of ſuch Practices. 


But Mefonry here is upon another Foot- 
ing to what it is in the Country; it is 


not a Dozen Pots of Beer, nor a Dozen 
Gallons of Wine, will make a Man. a Maſon 


in London ; if ever I am made, I do not 
propoſe to be made alone, but to be provi- 
dent, as 1 Law are, who club to- 
wards a Call; even then I ſhall hardly come 
off under 20 Guineas, ſo cheap is it in Lon- 
don. But who would grudge 20 Guineas 
to be introduced into the beſt of Company; 
to be put on a Footing with Gentlemen of 
the firſt Character; nay, to be made an 
Equal with Men of the firſt Quality and 
higheſt Qualifications, and nor only ſo, bur 
to have Acceſs to the greateſt Men in all 
Courts by the Signs of Maſonry, who are 
4 | 0 obliged 
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obliged to receive you as a Brother ; and 
while others dance Atendance, a Maſon may 
accoſt boldly, and be ſure to be heard: This 
is, I think, no ſmall Advantage to a Man 
who would riſe in the World, and one of 
the principal Reaſons why I would be a 
Maſon. <HG3 1270 | 


To be intruſted with the Secrets of 


Maſonry, which for ſo many Ages have 


been kept entire to that Fraternity, is no 
ſmall Temptation; the Secrets muſt certain- 
ly be worth keeping, and the Oath moſt 
coercive which obliges ſuch Searecy. Since 
in ſo great a Space of Time, not one of 
'em have been yer reveaPd. Nay, tho' ſome 
drunken idle Fellows have ſometimes been 
Maſters of the Secrets of Maſonry, yet have 
they not divulg'd them on any Temptation 
or Provocation, but have had the Wit to 
keep em ſecret ſpight of the Infatuation 
of Drink, or the Allurements of Women; 
inſomuch, that the Secrets of Maſonry are yet 
hid from all but Maſons Eyes, and are likely 
{o to continue to the World's End. 


Since, therefore, there is no Hurt in 
Maſonry but what is preſumptively and un- 
juſtly imputed, it may, with more Rea» 
{on be preſumed there is much Benefit and 
Profit therein, by reaſon it has lately made 
ſo great a Progreſs, and ſo many ingent- 
ous and honourable Gentlemen daily be- 
come Members of this Fraternity, nay, ſue 
For Admittance ; and Iam very inclinable 
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to believe, that it is not the Lucre of a 
Treat, &c. which makes fo many Free- Max 
ſons. preſſing on their Friends to incorporate 
with them, but a noble and a friendly De- 
fire of having thoſe they love ſhare the Be- 
nefits of Maſonry, and I dare ſay, this is the 
only Motive why Sir Thomas has been fo 
preſſing upon this Head, for I know he is 
above any ſordid Views. 


And for a Bill of Fare, I have ſent you 
herewith the Book of the Conſtitutions of 
Free- Maſons, Which, in my humble Opi- 
nion, utterly extenuates all the unjuſt Ac» 
cuſations laid to their Charge. This Book 
will ſhew you the Antiquity, Dignity, and 
Uſefulneſs of Maſemy. You will ſee that, 
far from countenancing any thing im- 
moral, the Maſon is under greater Reſtric- 
tions in private Life than another Man, in- 
ſomuch, that he muſt be a very good Man 
indeed who is truly a Maſon. This, I hope, 
may in ſome meaſure mitigate that very 
ſevere Prejudice you have againſt Maſons 
and Meſonry, in Expectation of which, I 

wait with Impatience for your Anſwer. 
And remain, | 
Sir, &c. 


* £ q 4 f . . N 
+ 3 . " I» 1 ; i 
2 i 1 4 3 fa * 8 
? 2 „ * . * 4a © = * 
\ , 1 * 


Dear Child, „ 5 


| T HE Pleaſure your laſt gave me is irs 


conceivable; and tho' you maintain 
the contrary Part of the Argument, yet I 
am pleaſed to find you do it ſo well. On 
my Conſcience your laſt Letter was worth 
all the reſt ; and I have a good mind to 
hold the Controverſy a little longer on 
purpoſe to keep you up to your Spirit. I 


the Free- Maſons do not erect a Statue to 
your Memory, they are the moſt ungrate- 


ful Devils upon Earth; for never was ſo 
much made out of Nothing before. 


It is very hard I ſhould not give my 
Conſent for your being a Maſon after all 
this, but I cannot help it; not that I am 
ſo tenacious as not to bear Conviction. But it 
fo falls out, that tho your Arguments carry 
ſome Force, yet the Cauſe you have eſpouſed 


will not bear a Defence. All that you 


have ſaid, or can ſay, is only upon Con- 


jecture, and by way of Mitigation and 


Excuſe. * 


Admit therefose that thoſe Criminal Im- 


putations laid to the Maſons Charge are 


Unjuſt; admit that there are Men ot Learn= 
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ing, &c. among em, and that their Be- 
' haviour is above Cenſure, yet the. beſt you 
can make of the whole Affair is but a 
Foolery of Fooleries, a pompous Way of 
Trifling, fo like Childrens Play, that it is 


aÞ » 


nothing better. 


I wonld not have the Maſons trace the 
Antiquity of it, for the farther they go 
back; the more they. expoſe themſelves, 
becauſe they will find, that Journeymen 
Maſons made themſelves ſo obnoxious to 
the Government in former Days that by 
an Act of Parliament paſſed in the zd 
Year of Henry the VIth, it is made no 
leſs than Felony for Maſons to afſemble 
themſelves in Chapiters and Aſſemblies. 
Doubtleſs there muſt be ſome extraordi- 
nary Cauſe for ſo ſevere: a Penalty, not 
inflicted. by the Caprice or Prejudice of any 
particular Perſons, but by the joint Conſent 
and Authority of King, Lords and Commons, 
in Parliament aflcmbled. The Occaſion 1 
take to be this; that Maſcns, by reaſon 
of thew working many together, minded 
more Tipling and Caballing than Buſineſs, 
continually plotting to encreaſe their Was 
ges, and abridge their Hours of Work. 
And as it is reaſonably to be ſuppoſed they 
did not overwork themſelves, fo it may be 
as calily imagined they ſweetned their La- 
bour with all manner of Drollery and 
Trifles, inſomuch that, by a continual whet- 
ting of each others Wit, they became a' Ser 
ot quaint. merry Fellows; and, as they 

3 s | Weile 


13 1 ) 
were all of a String, had generally all the 
Talk to themſelves at Ale-houſes and merry 
Meetings. This drew on them the Ad- 
miration and Applauſe of the giddy Part 
of Mankind, who coveting their Company, 
and imitating their Extravagancies, were, 
by way of Approbation, called Maſons ; 
Which artful Piece of Flattery procured 
them many good Treats and Merry-mak- 
© ings, ſo that they got more by Sweetning 
than Working, and therefore took it into 
their Heads to inſtitute an Order of their 
own, and dub any idle Fellow a Free Maſon, 
who would give them - a Dinner, This 
brought all the diflolute Youth of  thofe 
Times over to their Party, infomuch that 
an affected Quaintneſs and Spirit of Cant 
grew predominant ; and it a Father cor- 
rected his Son, or a Maſter his Servant, the 
aſons were ſure to revenge it ; for they 
grew as miſchievous as ſo many Outlaws, 
inſomuch that the Government was obliged 
to take Notice of them. 3 


Sir Jobn Falfaffe, as drawn by the ini- 
mitable Shakeſpear, is, in my Opinion, the 
beſt Picture of a Free Maſon I ever met 
with; it exactly ſuits the Idea I have of 
theſe Men. His quaint odd Phraſes and 
Invertions of Words, feem ſo much of a 
Piece with the Cant contained in the Book 
you ſent me, that I can hardly think other- 
wiſe. The Author or Compiler has taken 
much Pains to little Purpoſe ; for he cannot 
waſh the Black-a-moor white, To what 
D 2 * 


38). 
purpoſe does he ſer out in that pompous 
Manner, and deduce Maſonry from Noah 
and his three Sons, Shem, Ham, Fapbet? 
Or, as he inverts the Words, and (Page 3.) 
Fapbet, Shem and Ham, all Maſons true? To 
what purpoſe does he make Maſons of Noab 
and his Sons, who never handled a Trowel 
in their Lives, and were, at beſt, but Ship- 


. £ * 


vrigbis? | : 


He is ſure of carrying his Point, who affirms 
hat no Body contradicts, I allow as well 
as he, thar Houſes and Palaces were built 
many thouſand Years ago; but who knows 
not that? Adam may be as well called 
a Maſter Taylor as a Maſter Maſon ; for 
we read of his making an Apron, Gen. 
111. ver. 7. but not a Word of his building a 
Houſe or Hovel; for, with my Reverend 
Author's Leave, they were but poor Maſons 
in the early Ages of the World, and con- 
rented themſelves with little Huts and Cot- 
tages. We read little of Maſonry till the 
building of Babel, and then they were fo 
preſumptuous to attempt a Tower, whoſe 
Top ſhould reach unto Heaven, Gen. Chap. xi. 
Ver. 4. for which Reaſon the Lord ſcattered 
them abroad upon the Face of all the Earth, 
ver. 8. To what End therefore does your 
Author draw out ſo many pages“? Or to 
what End make ſuch a long Detail of 
Buildings and Builders, with that im- 

portant Face, as if the Welfare of the World 
* depended on it? When alas, at laſt, it is 
only'ro tell us, that there were Houſes built 
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TW. 
in Days of Yore, and that thoſe {Houſes 
were built by Maſons. What a Diſcovery! 
nothing can _ it, but to inform the World 


that our Forefathers wore Garments, which 
Garments were made by Taylors; fo that, 
in my humble Opinion, a Taylor is as uſeful 
a Man as a Maſon: and I. will match my 
_ Knights of the Thimble againſt his Knights 
of the Trowel, for what he dares. In ſhorr, 
I don't ſee any Reaſon why they who have 
Adam, or the Worſhipful Fraternity of Cord- 


 wainers, Who have St. Criſpin for their Grand 


- Maſter, may not form Lodges, and make as 
good a Figure as the Maſons, 


Thus much for the Antiquity and Uſeful- 


nels of Maſonry. - As for its. Dignity and Au- 
thority, I am at a Loſs; for I fee no Autho- 


rity but what is point blank againſt it; tho” 


indeed your Author ſeems to palliate this, 
by calling that Parliament who paſs'd the Act 
againſt Maſons, a ſer of ignorant illiterate 
Men, roo much influenced by the Clergy ; 
but we have only his bare Word for it: for 
1 take the very Statute to explain and defend 
it felf, it aſſigns Reaſon enough in all Con- 
ſcience for its Exiſtence; ſo I- thall condemn 
him out of his own Mouth, by borrowing 
his own Quotation. C 


Tertio Henrici Sexti, Cap. I. An. Dom. 142 5. 


Title. Maſons ſhall not confederate themſelves 


in Chapters and Congregations. 

* I hereas by yearly Congregations and Con- 

tt federacies, made by the Maſons in their oe. 
e ner⸗ 


i 6300 

et neral Aſſemblies, the good Courſe and Effect 
«& of the Statutes for Labourers be openly violated 
« and broken, in Subverſion of the Law, and to 
4 the great Damage of all the Commons; our ſaid 
« Sovereign Lord the King, willing in this 
« Caſe to provide a Remedy, by the Advice and 
& Aſſent aforeſaid, and at the ſpecial Requeſt of 
4 the Commons, bath ordained and eſtabliſhed, 
©© that ſuch Chapters and Congregations ſhall 
«& not be hereafter bolden; and if any ſuch be 
* made, they that cauſe ſuch Chapters and Con- 

ce gregations to be aſſembled and holden, if they 
<« thereof be convict, ſhall be judged for Felons, 
& and that the other Maſons: that come to ſuch 
« Chapters and Congregations be puniſhed by Im- 
e priſonment of their Bodies, and make Fine and 
„ Ranſome at the King's Will, 


This Clauſe confirms all my Conjectures 
on this Head, and proves 'em to be a Set of 
troubleſome Fellows indeed, when their ver 


Meetings are made Felony. 


- 


But now I have the Book before me, I 
muſt ask an Explanation of this Expreſſion, 
P. 38. becauſe being a Woman, ſbe could not be 
made a Maſon. 


Here is ſhown a manifeſt Slight of the Fair 
Sex in the Queen's Perſon. Were the Se- 
crets ſo lewd or wicked, they dare not let 
*em approach the Ear of her who was the 
Nurſing Mother of her People, in whoſe 
Boſom was hid the "Myſteries. and 3 


of State? Doubtleſs ſhe had very good 
Cauſe to ſuſpeR em, or ſhe had never been ſo 
inveterate to them as ſhe was all her Reign. 


Your Maſon Author next proceeds to the 
Charges of a Free Maſon, the general Regula- 
tions, and an Approbation of Maſonry by Ma- 
ſons, which, with a few execrable Ballads of 
his own, concludethis miſerable Performance, 
the worſt that ever my Eyes beheld ; nor 
would I read it over again on any Tempta- 
tion. Nevertheleſs, to let you ſee the Subli- 
mity of this Myſtery, I have taken the Paing 
to tranſcribe part of theſe important Charges, 


Of the Management of the Craft in Working, 


All Maſons ſhall work honeſtly on work- 
* ing Days, that they may live creditably on 
* holy Days; and the Time appointed by the 
Laus of the Land, or confirm'd by Cuſtom, 

* ſhall be obſerved. 


The moſt expert of the Fellow-Crafiſmen 
„ ſhall be choſen or appointed the Maſter, 
« or Overſeer of the Lord's Work; who is to 
* be called Maſter by thoſe that work under 
„ htm. The Craftſmen are to avoid all ill 
Language, and to call each other by no diſ- 
© cbliging Name, but Brother or Fellow; and 
to behave themſelves courteouſſy within 
and without the Lodge. 


The Maſter, knowing himſelf to be able 
Sof Cunning, ſhall undertake the Lord's 
18 5 Work 
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M Work 1 as poſſibly, and truly 
& diſpend his Goods as if they were his own ; 
« nor to give more Wages to any Brother or 

& Apprentice than he really may delerve. 


Both the Maſter andthe Maſon receiving 
their Wa age juſtly, ſhall be faithful to the 
* Lord, and honeſtly finiſh their Work, whe- 
de ther Task or Fourney ; nor put the Work to 


* Task that hath been accuſtom'd ro Journey. 


% None ſhall diſcover Envy at the proſpe- 
rity of a Brother, nor ſupplant him, or 
ei put him out of his Work, Eh he be capable 
ce to finiſh the ſame; for no Man can Fniſh 

E: « another's Work ſo much to the Lord's Profir, 
« unleſs he be thoroughly acquainted with 
<« the Deſigns and Draughts of him that be- 


gan it. 


*© When a Fellow-Crafiſman is choſen Warden 

* of the Work under the Maſter, he ſhall be 
true both to Maſter and Fellows, ſhall care- 
<« fally overſee the Work in the Maſter's Ab- 

4 fence to the Lord's Profit; and his Brethren 


& ſhall obey him. 


All Maſons employ'd, ſhall meekly receive 
I their Wages without Murmuring or Mu- 
7 tiny, and not deſert the Maſter till the 


«*Work is finiſhed. 


% A younger Brother ſhall be inſtructed in 
f Working, to prevent ſpoiling the Mate- 
1 rials for want of Judgment, and for 
L encxeaſing 
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et enereaſing and continuing of Brotherly 
Love. N Weeks oo 


41788 All the Tools uſed in working ſhall be 
approved by the Grand Lodge. 


No Laboarer ſhall be employ'd in the 

proper Work of Maſomy; nor ſhall Free 
P . 

* Maſons work with thoſe that are not free, 

« without an urgent Necellity ; nor ſhall they 

„ reach Labourers and wnaccepred Maſons, as 

they ſhould teach a Brother or Fellow. 


Now, in the Name of Dulnefs, what has all 
this to do with Gentlemen; or Men of a li- 
beral Education ? What have they in their 
boaſted Charges, Regulations, eo. which are 
not found in a much greater Perfection a- 
mong Porters, Carmen, or any other Set of 
inferiour Tradeſmen, who keep a Box for the 
Relief of each other? I give you my Word 
and Honour, I have ſeen better Orders com- 
piled for the uſe of a Two-penny Club, than 

any the Free Maſons can boaſt of. That Gen- 
tlemen therefore ſhould be thus taken in 
and become their Bubbles, is what ſurprizes 
me beyond Meaſure; but that you, my Dear, 
ſhould nor have Fortitude enough to defend 
pour ſelf from ſuch idle Temptations, is 
no {mall Concern to me. >, 


What Authority have theſe Men for their 
. pretended Fraternity, any other than Don 
Quixot for his Knighthood. In my Opi⸗ 
nion they are equally ridiculous; and we 
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may with as much Solemnity venerate Maſonry 
as we may do Homage to the King and Queen 
choſen on a Twelfth Night. All theſe Drol- 
leries are well enough by way of Banter, but 
will bear no Teſt if you grow ſerious. For- 
bear then, my Child, ro be any longer their 
Advocate, for I give you my Word you have 
eſpouſed the wrong Side of the Queſtion. 
Bur ſay you, there are Men of Quality, Dig. 
nitaries of the Church, and many others of 
Conſideration, Free Maſons. Fo which 1 an- 
ſwer, that there is no Act of Parhament yet 
in force to oblige every Man of Quality to be 
a Man of Senſe. © There have been Fools with 
Titles long before now, and may, when you 
and I are dead and rotten ; but I ſhould be 
very ſorry to hear that any Clergyman what- 
ever fhould fo far degrade his ſacred Function 
as to contanimate it with the wretched 
Fooleries of Baccanalian Riots. I hope the 
Aßpren, which is one of the Symbols of your 
Order, was never put on by any Man on whom 
the Biſhop had laid his Hands, and endued 
the Robe of Righteouſneſs. If any Perſon has 
ſo gone, it has conſequently made his Ordi- 
nation of none Effect; and were I a Prelate 
in Power, I would ſeverely puniſn ſuch 
Wretches who ſhould put over or under that 
Jicred Habit, the Trappings of the Devil. 
As for your Story of the Univerſality of 
Maſonry, it's all a Juggle. You are deceived 
to the laſt Degree. I have been in France, Spain, 
and Italy, yet never heard a Word of this Stuff 
before. You would be laughed to ſcorn in 
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any of thoſe Countries, to mention any 
Thing ſo compleatly ridiculous. 


As for their Secrets, they — been dif 
covered over and over. But ſuch is the Aſs 
ſurance of theſe Maſons, they always tell 
you, you are in the Wrong, tho at the ſame 
time they know you to be never ſo much 

in the Right. Thus with this peremptory 
Negative they baffle all Mankind; it being 
always in their Power to ſay, that yon have 
not hit on the Thing. bur the Secrets, if a 
little Canting Catechiſm may be called a 
Secret, has been long enough exploded. 
Vet the Maſont have ſo much Brotherly Love 
as to lie heartily for one another, and con- 
tradict even Truth it felf, to carry their 
Point. This is the only Thing wherein they 
are unanimous; and this Ailurance carries 
them through every Thing. 


1 remember, when I was laſt in Town, 
there was a Specimen uf their Examinations 
publiſhed in the Poſ#-Boy z but ſo induſtrious 
were the Maſons to ſu ppreis! it, that ina Week's 
time not one of the Papers was to be found; 
 Where-ever they ſaw em they made away 
with them. They went from Coffee-houſe to 
Coffee- houſe, and tore them privately out of 
the Books. Thoſe they could nor come at 
ſo cabily they bought, even at the extrava- 
gant Frice of 25. 6 d. and 5 5. a Paper. By 
this means there is hardly one to be met 
with, I cannot charge my Mind with the 


Date of the Paper; but if you go to the 
| "= 3 Pub- 


(36) 
publicher's, you will find the Truth of what 
1 aſſert; and I would have you, by any 
Means, purchaſe or procure a Copy of ſuch 
Poſt-Boy. I wonder it was never reprinted. 
Surely they have not ſtript ev'n the Printer 
of his Specimen ! 42-44 


The Free Maſons were prodigioufly nettled 
ar the Publication of this Poſf-Boy ; yet, ac. 
cording to their wonted Aſſurance, they put 
a good Face on the Matter, and faid there 
was nothing in it; but, at the ſame time, 
huddled up the Affair with all the Privacy 
imaginable ; and preſently put out a ſham 
Diſcovery to invalidate the other. But 
vou may depend _ it, that in the Poſt- 

Boy is a genuine Diſcovery ; for a Friend of 
mine, who was a Maſon, but at the ſame 
time very ſick of the Affair, tho*' he did not 
tell me, totidem verbis, yet he let me under- 
ſtand, I was not miſtaken, in taking it for 
the real Juggle and Cant of Maſonry. 


You talk of being frugal as to the Ex- 
pence : And propoſe ro imitate the Serjeants 
at Law, who club towards a Call. I ſhould 
never grudge any Expence for a Coif, 
but ſhall think much of a Shilling for an 
Apron » | 


Leave Men of Fortune and Leiſure there- 
fore to run into what Extravagancies they 
pleaſe; but be not you allured by their 
Example. Sacrifice not your Health, For- 
rune and Reputation to the 9 E 
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| theſe Men, but purſue your Studies till you 
make it neceſſary for them to know you. 
They will ſerve you then for their own 
Sakes. I had rather you ſhould be known 
to Men of Quality, as a Man of Buſineſs, 
and keep. your diſtance, than become fa- 
miliar with them as a Man of Pleaſure, 
and, for the Honour of their Acquain= 
tance, waſte your Noon of Life in their Com- 
pany ; yet ſo little Maſter are you of your 
own Enjoyments, that you muſt be fubor- 
dinate to them in all your Pleaſures, ſubject 
to be ſnubb'd and controul'd whenever my 
Lord pleaſes to take it in his Head to be out 
of Humour; and you mult either ſubmir or 
be diſcarded. In ſhort, my Dear, Equals 
are the beſt Companions, I would neither 
have you keep Company above nor below 
your ſelf; nor would I have you intrude 
your ſelf, or be drawn in to any mixt Af- 
ſemblies, Clubs and Societies, in which there 
is much Company, and with which London 
but too much abounds. Let your Friends be 
few and well choſen; and wait with Pa- 
tience till the King and Country call you 
ro Dignities, which are more ſubſtantial than 
all the Imaginary, Romantick Titles conferred 
over a Bottle by Maſons, or any other Club 
or Set of Men whatever. 


LETTER 


Loft T.ER-FVL 22 brig 


Fbnoured Sir, 

find I muſt drop the Argument, ſince you 
grow warm in the Debate. It is more 
commendable in me to quit the Field, than 
to maintain it againſt ſo pow'rful an Anta- 
goniſt; for alas! what Share can I have in 
the Engagement, when I ſtand but on the 
defenſive Side, to Parry only, not dating to 
give an Aſſault, leſt I hurt or offend a Fa- 
ther. It is dangerous playing with edged 
Tools; therefore I lay down my Weapon 
while all is well, as I hope it is not other- 
wife ; for 1 have advanced nothing with an 
Intention of offending ; and I know you 
have too much Goodneſs to take an Offence 
where none was meant, All that I have 
done, has been in Purſuance of your Com- 
mands, which are the ſole Arbitrators of 
my Thoughts and. Actions; and to ſhew 
you how implicitly I obey your Will, I 
have this Day given a final Denial to Sir 
Thomas, and conjur'd him by our Friendſhip 
never to ſollicit me more on that Head. So 
that you may aſſure my honcured Mother, 
my Siſters, and dear Kitty, that I am de- 
termined not to be a Free Maſon; not that 1 
gan ever be made to believe they are ſo 
pernicious a Sect as the generality of People, 
through 
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through Prejudice, imagine. I know too 
many honourable and worthy Men of the 
Fraternity to think ungeneroully of em. I am, 
however, ſo far convinced, that I think it a 
Matter of no great Moment, a meer Chip 
in Pottage, and therefore would run no Ha- 
zard on that Account, It may be, as you 
ſay, a pompous Way of Trifling, but I dare 
ſay it is inoffenſive in it ſelf; nor can I think 
the Free Maſons ought to be fo ſeverely 
cenſured for a little harmleſs Mirth. The 
leſs Myſtery there is in their Signs, e*c. the 
more Diverſion muſt they have in raiſing the 
Admiration and Curiofity of all Mankind, 
by ſuch Drollery. Their Sport is increaſed 
by the World's Anger; and the touchy Part 
of Mankind are the beſt of their Game. 
This is the worſt Conſtruction I can put on 
the Meetings of Maſons; and if they are not 
better than other Clubs, they are not worſe ; 
nor can they ever be pernicious till Mirth is 
ſo. I long to hear from you, but beg you 
will change the Subject; for with a Father 
there is no contending. | 


© Tremain, 


851 


1 Net moſt obedient Con 61d Servant. 
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